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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2011-318
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council President at the request of the Mayor
Date of Introduction: May 10, 2011
Committee(s) of Reference: R, F
Date of Analysis: May 12, 2011
Type of Action: Ratification of prior funding allocations; agency removal from grantee non-compliance list
Bill Summary: The bill ratifies and validates funding allocations made by the Cultural Council of Greater Jacksonville to the St. Johns River City Band during fiscal years 1995 through 2009 as part of the Cultural Services Grant program and directs the Council Auditor to remove the St. Johns River City Band from its grant non-compliance list in order to make the band eligible for future City funding.
Background Information: The St. Johns River City Band was founded in 1984 and designated by resolution 85-762-224 as the City’s official band.  It has played at numerous City functions over the years in addition to an active concert schedule as a full big band ensemble and in its various constituent parts (River City Satin Swing Band, River City Dixie Jax Dixieland band, River City Brass Band, etc.).  The band has applied for and received city Miscellaneous Appropriations (now Cultural Service Grants) since the 1980s and has always complied with audit reporting requirements on those grants.  Beginning in the mid-1990s with the restructuring of Miscellaneous Appropriations program into Public Service and Cultural Service Grants, the City administration directed the Cultural Service Grant Council to set aside a line item appropriation for the River City Band.  The Council Auditor has determined that Chapter 118 of the Ordinance Code does not permit directed appropriations of Cultural Service Grant funds outside of the competitive application process, and has also determined that the directed grant appropriations should have been subject to a separate fianncial reporting requirement.  This bill retroactively validates any directed appropriations of Cultural Services Grant funds to the St. Johns River City Band which may have been in violation of the provisions of Chapter 118, and directs the Council Auditor to remove the band from the Auditor’s Office’s non-compliance list.
Policy Impact Area: Cultural Service Grant regulation
Fiscal Impact: Undetermined
Analyst: Clements
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